MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
There have been experiments also with tractors har-
nessed to the sledges. Such an attempt was made by
Dr. LaugeKochin Northern Greenland in 1922, and was
found rather successful. The tractors dragged Koch's
materials up the steep route from the base to the edge of
the inland ice, but up on the ice itself and down by the
fjords the dog-sledges still proved more serviceable. The
tractor is too heavy, it gives out entirely in deep snow,
and if the going is very rough many men are needed to
handle it. Tractors have been of some service on the
frozen rivers of Canada, where they are used as locomo-
tives for provision sledges.
It may be that the Americans have the right idea in
trying to use a sort of small tank with caterpillar wheels.
The great advantage of a tank is that it can move over
very rough ground, and yet at a fair speed. It is possible
that a modified version of this modern weapon of war
will become in the future the chief means of transport,
during the winter months, in the peaceful conquest of
the Arctic. For actual exploration, however, it is likely
that the dog-sledge will long remain in use, especially in
areas which cannot be reached in the summer, or by air,
and above all on long journeys when sufficient food and
fuel cannot be carried and man must shoot for himself
and for his dogs as he goes.
In earlier times it was natural to choose an in-
habited district for one's base, and to undertake sledge-
journeys at seasons when there was snow. To winter in
a ship far to the north, away from people, as we saw in
the previous chapter, had certain disadvantages, and
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